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Rob Saye ’79, director of business development for

SpeedTracs (www.speedtracs.com), lives in Alpharetta

with his wife, Linda, and son, Robby. He is a devoted alum-

nus and loyal Bulldog. You may know him best by

his pictures as a freelance professional photogra-

pher for the Bulldogs football team. For five sea-

sons, Rob has photographed all the games for

UGA, Score Atlanta, and Bulldawg Illustrated.

Recently, Rob gained attention for his grassroots

campaign to honor UGA’s 1982 Heisman Trophy

winner Herschel Walker with a statue on the UGA

campus. Rob came up with the idea and went to

Fraternity Brother Jimmy Taylor ’77 to help him

execute a plan.

Rob observed statues of college football heroes

erected all over the country. Florida has honored

Steve Spurrier, Danny Wuerffel and Tim Tebow;

Boston College commemorates the success of

Doug Flutie; a statue of Red Grange can be found at the

University of Illinois; and Earl Campbell’s likeness graces the

campus at UT. It dawned on Rob that UGA was way behind

the times if Herschel Walker does not have a statue on campus.

What makes this effort unique when compared to the other

aforementioned universities is that this project also incorpo-

rates philanthropy. This project will not only build a statue

for Herschel but it will also create a charitable foundation

which will contribute to the youth in Athens. “It is very

important to honor Herschel with a permanent tribute.

However, we feel the charity will be a greater honor for him

and continue to make a positive impact on society for years

to come,” says Rob.

Rob immediately went to work creating a Facebook group

page. Rob utilized all of his Facebook contacts as a starting

point, consisting of current UGA players, alumni, former play-

ers and supporters. The idea took off like wildfire.

Membership quickly went from a few dozen to 700, then,

nearly 1,700 in just five days. The effort was bolstered by Chip

Towers at the Atlanta Journal-Constitution. Chip wrote about

Rob’s cause in his weekly blog, Ten@10 on March 14. 

UGA mascot breeder, Sonny Seiler, contacted Rob and

expressed his support. In addition, a number of Herschel’s

teammates from both football and track offered their uncon-

ditional support. Rob reached out to the UGA Sports

Information Department to make them aware of the effort.

The big break came when Herschel and his fiancée, Julie

Blanchard, reached out to Rob through the Facebook page

with their thanks and support of the project. While less

interested in the statue portion of the project, Herschel and

Julie are enthusiastic about the charitable foundation cre-

ated as a result of the drive. Herschel still considers UGA

his home and is proud to know that this statue will allow

him to “always be on campus.” However, most impor-

tantly, he loves the charitable efforts surrounding the proj-

ect. Philanthropic work and community support is very

important to Herschel, and he is pleased that this project

will incorporate helping Athens youth.

It must be emphasized that Rob and others want the full sup-

port and endorsement of UGA leadership, trustees and board

members. The statue will be located on the UGA campus

and needs to be in compliance with UGA policies for recog-

nition. The goal of Rob and his team of supporters is simply

to demonstrate that there is an earnest desire by alumni to

see one of UGA’s greatest football players honored in a sim-

ilar manner to Herschel’s counterparts in Florida, Alabama,

Auburn and numerous other places.

Rob is working with Herschel on the design of the statue 

as they finalize the charity. You can contact Rob at

rps111@hotmail.com.

Rob Saye ’79 Drives Grassroots Campaign 
to Honor Football Great Herschel Walker, 

Support Athens Youth

The Alpha Mu Chapter of Pi Kappa Alpha

has established a Parents Club committed

to supporting the PIKE undergraduate experi-

ence.  Through activities, special events, con-

sistent communication and support, the

Parents Club seeks to develop strong friend-

ships to promote a foundation of support for

their Pike sons.  

Since the beginning of the school year, Pike

parents have provided quarterly dinners at the

house after Monday Chapter meetings, pro-

vided goodie bags for holidays and exam

week, as well as purchased a large-screen

LCD television, a beautiful handcrafted bar

and special lighting for the newly created recreation room.  The Parents Club will

meet soon to decide on future special events for the Chapter.

The Parents Club is led by Diane Brown Vaughan, a 1983 UGA graduate and mother

of Pike freshman John Vaughan ’11 (above).  Diane is a Kappa Delta; John’s father,

Lynn, is an Emory SAE; and his uncle, Steve Brown ’79, is an Alpha Mu Pike.

Pike Parents Club Enhances
Undergraduate Experience

Mark Your Calendars
Make your plans now for the eighth annual 

Alpha Mu Alumni Golf Tournament 

on Saturday, August 18, 2012.  

We look forward to seeing you 

on the UGA golf course in August!
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Matt Bottino ’01
Reflects on Best
Time of His Life

Just one year ago, Matt Bottino ’01 earned his

second Bronze Star Medal for his meritorious

service during his tour of

duty in Afghanistan.

While the Army trained

him to be all he could be

in the face of difficult sit-

uations, he attributes who

he is to the Chapter he

spent the best years of his

life in—Alpha Mu.

“Though I didn’t realize

it then, my four years at

Alpha Mu had a huge impact on what kind of per-

son I am today,” said Matt.  It was the sense of

belonging that drew him to 360 Lumpkin during

his first recruitment event.  “I liked the fact that not

everyone in Alpha Mu was the same.  We had a

diverse group of guys.”  

The bonds Matt formed as an undergraduate have

held strong, and he wants to ensure that others get

to experience what he did. “[Undergraduates]

should take advantage of everything Alpha Mu has

to offer and make the most of the four to five years

they spend there.” During his time in the Chapter,

Matt served as recruitment chairman and counts

numerous social events as his favorite memories

from his undergraduate years.  “If I could go back

now,” he says, “I would try to put a little more

effort into my grades, but wouldn’t change any-

thing else.”

Now that Matt is a civilian, he serves as a project

controls specialist for Fluor, an international engi-

neering, procurement, and construction manage-

ment firm.  During the summer, you can find Matt

on the lake any time he’s not working.  He also

spends as much time as possible with his friends,

some of whom include Clay Pearson ’01, Jeff

Leeper ’99, and Eric Nimer ’01, among several

others.  E-mail Matt.Bottino@fluor.com

Alpha Mu Sets Chris Ahrenkiel ’96
on the Path to Success

As a senior in high school, Chris Ahrenkiel ’96 had a pretty good idea of where he was

going and what he would be doing after graduating.  Having an older sister as a PKA
“dream girl,” Chris was able to meet several of his future Fraternity

Brothers.  When the time came for Chris to make his decision, he knew

he related well to the men of Alpha Mu and did not hesitate to pledge

his freshman year.

Chris’ time in the Fraternity was as memorable and character building as

one can imagine.  He recognized early on the benefits of being a PKA
member. “It was a great stepping stone for my career.”  The connections

Chris made helped define who he was and who he would become.  

After receiving a bachelor’s degree in international business, and an

MBA from Georgia State University, Chris went to work for one of the largest developers of

commercial real estate in the world—Tishman Speyer.  The same work ethic and dedication he

learned in Alpha Mu contributed to his success with the real estate firm.  In 2010, Chris was

honored as being the number one office landlord in Atlanta. In 2009 Chris executed Buckhead’s

largest lease of the decade with Marsh & McLennan Companies.

Chris has two sons, Byrne (8) and Porter (4), and spends as much of his free time with them as

possible, whether it’s coaching their teams or watching them play ball.  Between his career and

his boys, Chris tries to make time for travel or racing cars, and often finds himself socializing

with friends or co-workers.  E-mail Chris at CAhrenki@TishmanSpeyer.com. 

Cumulative Giving Societies
Alumni who have contributed life-to-date donations totaling more than $1,000 to the

Alpha Mu Chapter are listed below under their cumulative giving society.

1908 Society

($10,000 and above)

Allen French ’74

Legacy Society

($5,000 to $9,999)

Woody Merry ’75

Sinkwich Society

($2,500 to $4,999)

Oak Society

($1,000 to $2,499)

William T. Mobley ’54

Glenn H. Collis ’58

J. Cliff McCurry ’68

Joseph N. McDonough ’68

James L. Allgood ’69

James C. Hall Jr. ’69

William W. Schultz ’69

Jere F. Wood ’69

H.R. Holder ’72

Websites
Chapter  /  www.georgiapikes.com

National  /  www.pikes.org

Thank You,
Loyal Alumni

Since January 2012, the following 16

alumni have made contributions to AM

Dawg Inc. Thank you for your generous

support of Alpha Mu.

Charles P. Olliff Jr. ’36

James C. Trapnell Jr. ’49

Sidney B. Shepherd ’54

Peyton L. Lingle ’57

Julius V. Cook Jr. ’61

Walter C. Corish Jr. ’63

Joel D. Hammond ’66

Robert M. Rice ’66

John Davidson ’68

James Cliff McCurry ’68

Barry W. Ray ’71

Harry R. Muse III ’76

Dr. Samuel A. Brewton III ’79

Richard K. Harpole ’84

Brent C. Fletcher ’95

Bryan S. Warnock ’03


