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Important!
As of press time, the university 
had not made a decision 
regarding the future of Lumpkin 
Street fraternities. The Alpha 
Mu Alumni Association plans 
to send many electronic 
communications to Alpha Mu 
alumni in the near future  
about our meetings with the 
UGA administration.  
Log onto the Web site at  
www.georgiapikes.com and 
ensure we have your current 
e-mail address on file, so we 
can keep you up to date on all 
the latest news! (If you have 
problems logging on, please 
contact undergraduate Web 
administrator Matt Heidt at 
matth12@uga.edu.)

Alumni Involvement Vital in Many Ways
Here’s a rundown of the latest news: 

Alumni Weekend
It sure was great seeing everyone during Alumni Weekend, and I am happy to report that  
the alumni association is up and running, and doing very well.
 We held our first big organized meeting on Saturday, September 10, at the Pike house. 
Approximately 60 brothers, ranging from the class of 1960 through the class of 2005 were in 
attendance. Everyone is deeply concerned about the fate of 360 South Lumpkin Street. The 
university plans to relocate the Lumpkin Street fraternities and is giving each the following two 
options: (1) take the money from the appraisal on the house and move to River Road with a  
30-year lease, or (2) take the money from the appraisal and find housing on their own elsewhere.

State of the Chapter
Right now, our alumni board of directors is leaning toward finding land not located on university 
property. We feel that signing a 30-year lease with the university will put us back at square one 
30 years from now. At the time of this printing, a meeting is scheduled with UGA administration 

on October 10, after which we will have a better understanding of the 
university’s intentions and the parameters of their plans.
 However, we are not giving up on 360 South Lumpkin. We have formed 
an alliance with Chi Phi and Phi Delta Theta, agreeing to share information 
with one another in hope of negotiating on behalf of us all. ΣX is not affected 
for the time being because they have a valid lease from the university. KA 
purchased an apartment complex on Hancock Avenue beside ΣAE and plans 
to rebuild there. KA is also exploring the option of selling a portion of that lot, 

October 2005
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Report 
Alumni Treasurer’s

The Alpha Mu Alumni Association set up its bank account with a 
$5,000 nonrefundable donation from the chapter and a $5,000 
no-interest loan from AM Dawg Inc. (the housing corporation), 
with the balance of the loan to be repaid at a future date. The 
chapter signed a 10-month contract with Affinity Connection to 
manage and set up the operations of the alumni association.
 We had an original goal to be at $30,000 by the end of year 
two. At then end of 10 months we have a little over $217 in the 
bank account. We have paid the majority of expenses through 
February 2006 but, as you can see, we are well short of our goal.
 Other than the two $5,000 deposits to start the corporation, 
we have received a total of $4,315 in donations, with $750 
coming from passing the hat at the meeting on the USC  
game day.

Below is a breakdown of where the contributions came from:

 By Initiation Years
 1930s -  1
 1940s -  3
 1950s -  4
 1960s -  14
 1970s -  5
 1980s -  5
 1990s -  5
 2000s -  5
 Year not listed -  4

 A total of 46 alumni contributed to the alumni association 
for the 2004-05 school year via the annual fund. Many others 

Alumni Association Needs  
Your Participation to Succeed

Alumni Golf Tournament July 30

(L-R) Brantley Rowlen ‘98, Brent Nichols ‘97, 
Jay Simmons, Greg Murphy ‘97
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As we embark upon a new era in alumni 
relations, it is even more crucial that we, 
as alumni, give to our alumni association. 
The Alpha Mu Alumni Association 
is asking you to make an annual 
commitment to the Alpha Mu  
Annual Fund.
 The annual fund represents an 
organized effort to solicit annual, 
repeatable gifts. Income from this fund  
is used for operations budget support  
for the alumni association.

Where does my money go when  
I make a donation?
Your donation is deposited into a bank 
account managed by alumni association 
treasurer Andy Day ’94 and president 
Woody Merry ’75. Financial reports are 
readily available from Andy Day should 
you wish to review them.

What is my money used for?
Most of the money currently pays for 

the services of Affinity Connection Inc., 
a firm specializing in alumni relations 
and development. Affinity provides the 
following services for our chapter:
• Database management and  
record keeping so we can keep  
track of our alumni
• Newsletters (content, editing,  
layout, proofing, mailing)
• Monthly e-mails sent to you
• Alumni Web page at  
www.georgiapikes.com
• Invitations to events
• Thank-you postcards to alumni  
who make contributions
• Postage
Without these services, we would have little 
to no chance of building and maintaining 
an informed and active alumni base.

How can I give?
• Go online to www.georgiapikes.com 
and use your Mastercard or VISA. Click 

on “Make a Donation” in the left column, 
and follow the simple instructions. The 
money goes directly into the alumni 
association bank account.
• Make check payable to Alpha Mu 
Alumni Association, mail the check and 
a completed donation form to the Alpha 
Mu Alumni Association, Alumni Relations 
Office, P.O. Box 161188, Atlanta, GA 
30321-1188. (You can download a 
donation form online by following the 
“Make a Donation” link on the Web site.)

 I cannot stress enough the 
importance of staying connected and 
informed as alumni, especially now that 
the university has plans for Lumpkin 
Street. Please make a donation to the 
fraternity that has given so much to us all.  
Thank you for your support.

In the Bonds, 
James Gates ’97

and ΣN, XΦ and Pike have all expressed an interest in purchasing 
it. At the moment, this is all the information we have available.
 The housing corporation has been meeting with major 
fundraising firms, and on October 10 both the alumni association 
and the housing corporation will meet with Affinity Connection 
to discuss performing a feasibility study (to determine how much 
money we are capable of raising), with the intent of embarking 
upon a capital campaign to raise funds for a new house and 
possibly the purchase of new land.
 After this meeting with Affinity, we will send Allen French 
’74 (housing corporation president), Pat Clements ‘93  
(Alpha Mu attorney) and Josh Land (undergraduate SMC) to 
our meeting with the university. The university has asked that 
only three representatives be present (two alumni and one 
undergraduate). We will provide details of the meeting on the 
Web site and through e-mail.
 Most feasibility studies cost around $18,000-$25,000. Thus, it 
is imperative we all donate to the annual fund. Without operating 
capital, we will not even be able to think about doing any sort 
of major fundraising. And, regardless if we stay at 360 South 
Lumpkin or if we move, we have plans to build a new house.

Alumni Activities
We currently have two golf outings a year — one in the spring 
and one in late summer. Last year, our fall tourney — the Big 
Pike Alumni Golf Tournament — was held at Lake Oconee, and 
the year before it was at Myrtle Beach. Our first annual alumni 
summer golf tournament was in Winder at The Chimneys on 
July 30, and about 70 alumni participated. Many folks stayed the 
night in Athens and, despite the rain, a great time was had by all.
 Keep visiting the Web site at www.georgiapikes.com 
for notice of more alumni activities. We plan to have another 
golf tournament in the early spring. Of course, if you have a 
suggestion for an alumni event, please tell us. We would love to 
hear from you.

Annual Fund
We are in desperate need for folks to donate to the annual fund. 
As most of you are aware, we have contracted with Affinity 
Connection, an alumni-relations firm that produces this newsletter 
and maintains our Web site. As alumni, we are volunteers and 
do not have 40 hours a week to commit to fraternity relations. 
Affinity helps us reach our goals, while we focus on strategy 
without getting bogged down in the implementation (i.e., 
keeping accurate alumni records; composing, drafting, editing 
and mailing this newsletter; building and maintaining the Web 
site; and creating the invitations to the golf tournaments).
 I challenge each of you to give $250 to the annual fund. That 
is less than $21 a month for one year. The money is managed by 
our alumni association and housing corporation treasurer, Andy 
Day ’94. Please see the other articles in this newsletter about the 
financial situation of the alumni association and the annual fund.
 Some of you may ask why we have entered into a 
relationship with an alumni-relations firm. It is simple: Only 
groups with the strongest alumni network will survive. Plus, we 
want to have a connected group of guys who still can have fun 
together. Just because we’ve graduated from Georgia does not 
mean we have to stop having great times together as Pikes.
 Other Greeks at Georgia that contract Affinity’s services are 
ΣAE, KA, XΦ, ΣX, ΦΔΘ, KΣ, ATΩ, ΠKΦ, ΘX and KAΘ. We are not 
alone in this trend, and we want to stay competitive with our 
Greek counterparts. The only way we can do this is with your help 
as active and informed alumni who participate in events, and who 
also contribute both time and money.
 I hope you will join me in building the strongest alumni 
network of any group at Georgia. Please participate in alumni 
events such as golf tournaments and alumni weekends, and 
please donate to the annual fund. Alpha Mu needs you more now 
than ever. Thanks for all you do!

In the Bonds, Woody Merry ’75

The Alumni Association Needs You

From the Alumni Association President (Continued from Page 1)
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AM DAWG Inc. (aka the Alpha Mu 
Housing Corporation) is very alive and 
active. Approximately three years ago 
the housing corporation was formed 
in response to our house falling apart 
in front of our eyes. Leaking roofs and 
bathrooms, broken toilets, collapsing 
ceilings, corroded stair railings, peeling 
paint and foundation leaks (just to name 
a few ailments) had turned 360 South 
Lumpkin into what I call a tenement 
house. The brothers appeared to have no 
respect for the facility. (I wonder why?)
 The brothers of Alpha Mu agreed to 
set aside a percentage of rental income 
for the housing corporation account, 
thus founding and forming the housing 
corporation. I became president; Patrick 
Clements ’93, vice president; Andy Day 
’94, treasurer; and Dean Mannheimer 
’98, secretary. Woody Merry ’75 and 
I cosigned and guaranteed a loan from 
Pike national for $25,000. The bathrooms 
were completely remodeled with new 
showers, tile, toilets (power flush, I may 
say) and stalls. The loan was repaid.
 Projects since then have included 
a new alarm system mandated by the 
university ($25,000), new doors with 
locks at all exits ($8,000), repair of the 
flat roof ($13,000) and new outdoor 
stair railings ($2,000). The Mothers Club 
completely remodeled the downstairs 
with new carpet and furniture, and 
created an alumni room. They also gave 
a badly needed “women’s touch” to the 
ladies’ room in the basement. We are truly 
grateful for all the mothers’ help and, on 
behalf of all the brothers and alumni, I 
wish to thank them for their continued 
unwavering support. I hope one day 
our alumni support will match their 
enthusiasm.
 Some $75,000-$100,000 has been 
spent to make the Pike house livable. 
I personally have noticed a complete 
change in attitude among the brothers. 
They actually have pride in their house 
and no longer totally trash the place. I 
am very proud of their efforts, as they are 
a big part of our success. Without their 
willingness to work with the housing 
corporation, we would not have been 
able to make the afore-mentioned 
improvements.
 I am telling the alumni all this to let 
them know the undergraduate brothers 

are no longer alone. An alumni association 
has been formed, and I encourage you 
to get involved. Donations no longer go 
to the “beer fund” but rather to keeping 
Alpha Mu alive and strong.
 Come by the house if you are in 
Athens: You will be amazed! The housing 
corporation and alumni association are 
very organized and active, and we would 
like to hear from y’all. I know you had 
a great experience when you were an 
undergraduate brother here: Keep it 
going!
 In closing, I would like to thank 
Pat Clements, Andy Day and Dean 
Mannheimer for all their hard work 
with the housing corporation. They have 
volunteered numerous hours, and I am 
grateful for their assistance and support.
 I also need to mention that $5,000 
of the $13,000 flat-roof project was given 
by an alumnus who wishes to remain 
anonymous. He said he made the gift 
in hope that it would act as a catalyst 
for other alumni to start giving back to 
the fraternity that so desperately needs 
their support. Fellow alumni, I ask you to 
contribute to the Pike 2005-06 annual 
fund so we can continue to build upon 
the foundation we have laid so far (and 
always maintain a roof over our heads). 

In the bonds,

Allen French ’74
President, Alpha Mu Housing Corporation

gave at Alumni Weekend when we 
passed the hat, but we were not able 
to record those donations and properly 
thank the contributors individually. 
However, when you send a contribution 
along with the donation form (found 
on the Web site) or make a donation 
online, your gift is recorded and properly 
recognized on our honor roll. At the time 
of this printing, the 2005-06 annual fund 
has three brothers on the honor roll, and 
their names can be viewed on the Web 
site.
 As treasurer I feel it is my duty to 
inform you that, without an increase in 
giving for the 2005-06 annual fund, we 
will not be able to keep the Alpha Mu 
Alumni Association alive. This would 
jeopardize our chances of finding a 
location for a new house and also the 
construction. I urge you all to remember 
what Alpha Mu meant to you during 
your college days, and what it means 
even today. With more than 1,100 living 
alumni, we have the numerical strength 
to be a viable force.
 I ask that each of you give at least 
$100 to the alumni association. Your 
donations will be used directly for 
operating budget expenses such as this 
newsletter, managing our database and 
our Web site. Without operating 
capital, the alumni association 
cannot afford to continue 
providing professional-quality 
communications. Please give whatever 
you can. It would be nice for us all to 
have a hand in our future at the finest 
educational institution in the nation, the 
University of Georgia.

In the Bonds,

Andy Day ’94

Much Has Been Accomplished,
But There’s So Much More to Do

Corporation
From the Housing Alumni Treasurer’s Report

(Continued from Page 1)

Our new alumni room, thanks to the Mothers Club. 

The renovated game room.
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Why did you join PKA?
I was a freshman at the University of 
Georgia and was impressed with the 
quality of the men who made up the Pike 
chapter. I received bids from Phi Delt and 
SAE but found the Pikes to be the kind of 
men I wanted to be associated with.

What are your favorite  
memories of the fraternity?
Late night bull sessions at the house, 
gathering around the piano after dinner to 
practice for the annual interfraternity sing, 
volleyball in the backyard and dances at 
the house.

What kind of influence has the 
fraternity had on your life since 
graduation?
I achieved a sense of loyalty through my 
undergraduate days as a Pike. I still find 
that sense of loyalty to be of benefit to me 
as an elected official.

What do you do for a living?
After retiring from 36 years as a school 
principal, I entered politics and was elected 
mayor of my community. I am in my 17th 
year as mayor and will run for my sixth 
term in November.

With whom from the fraternity  
do you stay in contact? Who would 
you most like to find?
In 1975 we had a multi-year reunion 
that involved Pikes initiated from 1947 
through 1952. We had a great turnout and 
promised to do it again in the year 2000, 
but it never happened. I would like to see 
some of us get together to plan and carry 
out that reunion.

Tell us about your family: Have you 
married? Do you have children? 
I married my college sweetheart, a Kappa 
Delta. We have been married 55 years 
and have one married daughter, Fran, a 
freelance writer living in Atlanta.

What other activities or 
organizations were you involved 
with during your college days?
I was a member of the Bulldog Club and 
the Phi Kappa Literary Society, and was 
a staff member on The Red and Black 
college newspaper and involved in campus 
politics.

Did you live in the house? If so,  
who were your roommates? Tell us 
about a memorable time with them.
I moved into the fraternity house 
following my first quarter as a student. 
We had a very large room, and I had four 
roommates: Tom Broadrick ’47, Teeney 
Griffin, Baxter Webb and Thaxter 
Webb. I was the only freshman in the 
group and from a family that had moved a 
great distance from campus. I was unable 
to go home but once a year, and these 
guys made me part of their families on 
holidays and at other times when family 
was important. I will never forget their 
kindness.

What affiliations do you currently 
have and/or public service do you 
participate in?
We have a large Air Force installation in 
our county, and I serve as chairman of the 
Military Affairs Committee for all of middle 
Georgia. I am also involved in literacy 
programs, teen pregnancy prevention 
programs and a multitude of children’s 

welfare 
organizations, 
and am a 
life member 
of Kiwanis 
International 
and have served 
as a Sunday school teacher  
for the past 28 years.

What are your goals  
for the next few years?
To get reelected so I can continue to work 
for the betterment of my community.

You were recently recognized  
by the national office for your 50 
years as an active Pike. What makes 
you still proud to be a Pike five 
decades after graduating?
Something was instilled in me through the 
associations I made as an undergraduate 
Pike and has never left me. The ideals of 
our fraternity have been guidelines for  
my life.

Read Alumni  
Updates Online
Due to space limitations, we were 
unable to publish Alumni Updates in 
this issue. Visit our Web site at www.
georgiapikes.com and click on the 
Alumni Updates link to view news from 
your brothers and/or to submit your own! 
Be sure to log out of the site and then log 
back in to refresh the browser to see all 
the recently submitted updates.

Jim Worrall ’49Q+A with
Alumni Profile


